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Early voting shows high turnout
Nearly three percent of 
all registered Austin vot-
ers turned out to cast their 
ballots on the first two 
days of early voting for the 
May 7 municipal election, 
when Austinites will have 
the final say on recently 
approved ride-hailing 
regulations.
On both Monday and 
Tuesday, 2.52 percent of 
registered voters — or 
14,788 people — turned 
out to vote at their nearest 
polling site, which included 
student voters casting bal-
lots at the two sites on cam-
pus: the Flawn Academic 
Center and the LBJ Build-
ing, a mobile site. This is 
almost double the turnout 
seen in early voting leading 
up to the March 1 primary 
for president, when only 
1.46 percent cast ballots.
As of Tuesday evening, 
832 students had voted at 
the FAC and 227 had voted 
at the LBJ Building.
Proposition 1, the sole 
ballot measure in question, 
would repeal controversial 
regulations — particularly 
fingerprint-based back-
ground checks — approved 
by City Council in Decem-
ber and replace them with 
the minimal regulations 
written into city code by 
the council under Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell in 2014.
UT alumnus Huey Rey 
Fischer, deputy outreach 
director for Ridesharing 
Works for Austin, has been 
campaigning on campus 
with Students for Prop 1 
the past few weeks. He said 
students are turning out to 
protect their safe ride home 
by getting rid of the regula-
tions, which Uber and Lyft 
officials have said will force 
them to cease operations in 
the city.
“I care more about an or-
dinance that actually keeps 
my friends safe versus an 
ordinance that I found to 
By Forrest Milburn
@forrestmilburn
Officials 
respond to 
increase 
in tuition
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
strongly criticized Texas 
higher education institu-
tions for raising tuition, 
suggesting the Texas Senate 
will attempt to limit tuition 
increases during the next 
legislative session. 
“We are pricing the aver-
age family out of a college 
education in the State of 
Texas, and we are saddling 
students and families with 
tremendous debt,” Patrick 
said at a press conference 
before a Texas Senate higher 
education meeting. “This 
has to end.”
Tuition will be raised at 
UT-Austin by $300 per se-
mester by fall 2017. Patrick 
said the tuition increases 
were unwarranted, especial-
ly after the Legislature had 
appropriated $282 million 
dollars to higher education 
during the last session and 
implemented $3 billion in 
tuition revenue bonds. Pat-
rick pointed to slides show-
ing tuition and fees had ris-
en 147 percent since 2003, 
while the median Texas 
household income had only 
risen 32 percent. 
“So many universities, 
immediately, before the 
[legislative] budget was 
dry, started raising tuition,” 
Patrick said. “People did 
not send us to Austin to 
allow our universities to 
raise their tuition five times 
By Caleb Wong
@caleber96
Former diplomat discusses controversial tenure
CAMPUS
Addressing his controver-
sial record as former secretary 
of state, Henry Kissinger ac-
knowledged “mistakes were 
made” by America in the Viet-
nam War but said he had no 
regrets about his actions in the 
war at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
School on Tuesday.
“We acted on the basis of 
our best judgment at the time,” 
Kissinger said. “One should 
stand by one’s decisions.” 
Kissinger, former American 
diplomat and Harvard profes-
sor, served as secretary of state 
from 1973 to 1977. He is best 
known for his role in the Viet-
nam War — for negotiating a 
ceasefire between North and 
South Vietnam and expand-
ing the war into Cambodia 
through a secret bombing 
in 1969. 
Kissinger — who is alter-
nately praised as a brilliant 
statesman and denounced as Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Former secretary of state Henry Kissinger speaks at the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs on Tuesday evening. 
Kissinger discussed his controversial record, and said he had no regrets about his actions during the Vietnam War.
By Caleb Wong
@caleber96
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Fraternity promotes 
unity through service
Guaranteed minimum income raises debate
Students volunteered 
to package and distribute 
meals to the local homeless 
community for the United 
Service Project hosted by 
the Alpha Phi Alpha frater-
nity Tuesday.
The project is part of 
Hope Week — six days of 
free service, social and cul-
tural events. UT’s Epsilon 
Iota chapter of this pre-
dominantly black frater-
nity founded Hope Week 
in 1992 to unite students 
after racist incidents made 
people of color feel unwel-
come at RoundUp, frater-
nity president Kennedy 
Osuagwu said.
The cause is still rel-
evant, especially given the 
recent instance of racial 
slurs used against a stu-
dent in West Campus, ac-
cording to Michael Akwari, 
fraternity secretary and 
chemistry senior.
“For me, Hope Week is a 
week to unify campus and 
bring people of all differ-
ent races and backgrounds 
together,” Akwari said. “It’s 
necessary because of all the 
racial tensions that exist on 
campus today.”
The week kicked off 
Monday with “Step for 
Hope,” a performance cel-
ebrating a traditional Afri-
can style of dance. Tonight, 
students can sample cuisine 
from a variety of cultures 
at “Taste of Diversity.” A 
karaoke night and two par-
ties will wrap up the week’s 
festivities. The week-long 
event is free to the public, 
and the fraternity encour-
ages students and mem-
bers of the community 
to participate.
For the United Service 
Project, students made 
about 200 sandwiches, 
packaged them with chips 
By Hannah Daniel
@hannnahdaniel Students gathered Tues-
day to watch management 
senior lecturer John Doggett 
and business graduate stu-
dent Dustin Ripley debate 
whether or not guaranteed 
national minimum income 
would be beneficial.
At the beginning of the 
debate hosted by the Adam 
Smith Society, Dustin Stew-
art, moderator and business 
graduate student, polled the 
audience and found the ma-
jority of students opposed a 
national minimum income. 
The term means every citi-
zen would receive a certain 
amount of money every 
month once they reach a 
certain age. 
Ripley said the guaran-
teed income would fix the 
increasing income inequal-
ity gap.
“Since the recession, the 
rich are getting richer, the 
poor are getting shoved 
down, and the middle are 
going away,” Ripley said. 
Ripley argued the income 
is needed because robots are 
increasingly taking over hu-
man jobs.
“Once you automate 
things, one person writes 
the code and all of the ro-
bots do the work,” Ripley 
said. “There’s no need to 
train people to do these 
things, so there’s going to be 
less jobs and we need to do 
something about that.”
Ripley proposed every 
citizen receive $1,000 a 
month once he or she turns 
21 years old, arguing this 
would alleviate poverty.
“U.S. programs to elimi-
nate poverty have largely 
failed for the past 40 years,” 
Ripley said. “Giving money 
directly to those who need it 
most allows individual free-
dom and liberty.”
Doggett said he agreed 
these problems exist and 
need a solution, but did not 
think Ripley’s plan is the an-
swer for various reasons.
“A thousand dollars is not 
enough for people to live a 
decent life but more impor-
tantly … we don’t want to 
give people money in ex-
change for doing nothing,” 
Doggett said.
Doggett said his solution 
would be to implement a 
By Elizabeth Huang
@lizzthewiz
Natalie Hinson
Daily Texan Staff
Senior lec-
turer, left,  John 
Doggett and 
second year MBA 
student Dustin 
Ripley debate 
if guaranteed 
national income 
would be helpful 
or harmful to the 
United States. 
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be onerous and not actu-
ally in the public interest,” 
Fischer said. “The people 
I’m working with depend 
on Uber and Lyft to get us 
home safely.”
The measure’s wording 
has been criticized by many 
supporters and opponents, 
who argue it is confusing 
to average voters, because 
a vote “for” the measure 
means repealing the regula-
tions and an “against” vote 
means solidifying them 
into law.
“The wording was a little 
unclear, but when I re-read 
it, I [realized] that if you 
vote for it, you are repealing 
the earlier December vote,” 
said classical studies fresh-
man Michael Marionneaux, 
who voted Tuesday after-
noon. “I did vote for it.”
Mayor Steve Adler an-
nounced Monday he is 
urging citizens to vote 
against Prop 1, arguing a 
vote against the measure 
would put the city and ride-
hailing companies back at 
the negotiating table.
“I am confident that 
Austin’s reputation as a 
thoughtful, progressive, 
enormously capable city 
is secure,” Adler said in a 
statement. “After the elec-
tion is over, we’ll need to 
be at our most innovative, 
creative and collaborative 
to simultaneously keep 
Uber and Lyft in town, 
keep Austin local, and best 
provide for material public 
safety choices.”
EARLY VOTING
continues from page 1
higher than their salaries.”
Twenty percent of the tu-
ition money collected is set 
aside for financial aid to stu-
dents through scholarships 
or work-study. Patrick, who 
tried and failed to eliminate 
this practice as a former 
Texas senator, called it a 
“hidden tax” and called for 
its removal during the next 
legislative session. 
“We need scholarship 
funding, we need to help 
students in need, but the 
universities need to find that 
money or the legislature,” 
Patrick said. “They need to 
scrub their budgets like we 
scrub ours.”
Patrick said administra-
tive costs for Texas public 
universities had increased by 
149 percent in tandem with 
tuition increases. He also 
slammed bonus programs at 
public universities, pointing 
out that UT System Lands 
CEO Mark Houser recently 
received a $425,000 salary 
increase to $1.5 million.  
“If you go into higher edu-
cation, you don’t go into it to 
get rich and make a million 
dollars a year,” Patrick said. 
UT spokesperson Jenny 
LaCoste-Caputo said the 
salary increases for UT Sys-
tem executives were justified 
because they were tied to 
performance goals the exec-
utives met. Patrick said the 
University Board of Regents, 
which are nominated by the 
legislature, should expect 
tougher questions during 
the nomination process at 
the next legislative session. 
“I think that nomination 
process will include a lot 
more direct questions in the 
future,” Patrick said. “The 
[Board of Regents] need to 
understand their job is not 
to be a rubber stamp for 
higher education. They need 
to be a protector of the stu-
dents and the families.”
Texas Senate Higher  
Education Meeting
After Patrick’s press con-
ference, University lead-
ers rebuffed some of Pat-
rick’s arguments about 
higher education costs at 
a Senate meeting about 
higher education. 
Chancellor William 
McRaven defended tuition 
increases as necessary to 
keep UT competitive with 
other universities and pro-
viding value to students. He 
said college graduates from 
UT System institutions earn 
about 45 percent more on 
average than those who do 
not graduate, and the aver-
age of $20,000 that System 
graduates incur in debt is 
“manageable.” 
“It was a difficult vote for 
them to approve increases. 
What the student — and 
Texas — gets in return is a 
high return on investment,” 
McRaven said.  
Higher Education Com-
missioner Raymund Paredes 
said rising tuition costs were 
“troubling,” but said tuition 
increases were necessary 
in light of decreased state 
funding to universities. 
“Even with these tuition 
and fees [increases], Texas is 
still a relative bargain com-
pared to other states,” Pare-
des said.
Data from the Tuition 
Advisory Policy Com-
mittee shows UT tuition, 
despite the increases, is 
still lower than that of its 
peer institutions. 
McRaven said tuition in-
creases fund higher quality 
universities in Texas to make 
the state a more attractive 
place to attend college. He 
said more than 20,000 Texas 
high school graduates leave 
Texas every year to attend 
out-of-state universities. 
“We have to be of suf-
ficient quality to keep our 
best and brightest students 
in Texas,” McRaven said. 
“No matter what the field, 
quality costs money. Higher 
education is no exception.” 
TUITION
continues from page 1
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan File
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick speaks at an event in supports of presi-
dential candidate Ted Cruz on Super Tuesday in Houston. 
and drinks and distributed 
them to the homeless popu-
lation living in West Cam-
pus. The outreach endeavor 
was sponsored by UT’s 
Division of Diversity and 
Community Engagement.
In addition to frater-
nity members, students 
who heard about the event 
through word-of-mouth 
and social media helped 
make and package the 
meals. Inemesit Utin, hu-
man development and 
family sciences sopho-
more, said the project 
suits the needs of the local 
community well.
“The homeless popula-
tion is very prevalent,” Utin 
said. “As college students, 
when we see an issue, we 
should start to address it. 
In college and beyond, we 
should take care of people 
in our communities.”
Nutrition senior Os-
uagwu said philanthropy is 
a major part of Alpha Phi 
Alpha’s purpose.
“We’re not here just to 
graduate; we’re here to 
make a lasting impact,” 
Osuagwu said. “We want 
people to remember us, 
not only for throwing par-
ties, but for genuinely car-
ing about the well-being 
of the people who are in 
the community.”
HOPE WEEK
continues from page 1
progressive negative income 
system, under which those 
earning above a certain level 
would pay taxes and those 
earning less would receive a 
supplemental income instead 
of paying taxes. 
“Instead of just giving 
money to people, we would 
give them an appropriate 
amount of money to survive,” 
Doggett said. “As you make 
money you will be taxed, but 
you’ll be able to make more 
and more money without 
losing your benefits.”
After the debate, business 
graduate student Andrew 
Goodman said he supported 
Doggett’s idea.
“Although both ideas are 
similar, it seemed like an im-
provement on the idea of just 
giving people money,” Good-
man said. “It provides incen-
tive to work while there still 
are jobs.”
DEBATE
continues from page 1
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CITY
Whole Foods controversy sparks conversation
After an openly gay local 
pastor alleged he unknow-
ingly purchased a cake from 
Whole Foods with a derog-
atory slur written on it, the 
company has been stuck in 
a crisis management situa-
tion that it has handled in 
an appropriate and timely 
manner, according to a UT 
public relations professor.
Pastor Jordan Brown or-
dered a cake with the words 
“Love Wins” written on it. 
Brown alleges he did not 
notice the derogatory slur 
against gay people written 
on the cake until after he 
left the store.
Advertising senior lec-
turer Terry Hemeyer said 
the top priority for compa-
nies such as Whole Foods in 
public relations is focusing 
on the public’s perception 
of their brand, arguing that 
timing is critical in whether 
the public will turn against 
or in favor of the company.
Hemeyer, who has worked 
in crisis management during 
his career, said unlike other 
companies in similar situ-
ations, Whole Foods acted 
quickly and diligently in re-
viewing video footage of the 
incident and gathering as 
much necessary additional 
information. 
“Don’t go home at 5 
o’clock and come back the 
next day,” Hemeyer said. 
“You have to get on it quick-
ly because you have to get 
the facts.”
After Brown’s initial al-
legation, Brown and his at-
torney filed a suit against 
Whole Foods last Monday. 
“My question is, who 
could have done this?” 
Brown said in a YouTube 
video. “It’s still inside of a 
sealed box, right there, clear 
as day, from Whole Foods.”
The company filed a 
countersuit the following 
day, alleging Brown was 
acting with malice when 
making his claims.
“We stand behind our 
bakery team member, who 
is part of the LGBTQ com-
munity, and we appreci-
ate the team members and 
shoppers who recognize 
that this claim is completely 
false and directly contra-
dicts Whole Foods Market’s 
inclusive culture, which cel-
ebrates diversity,” the com-
pany said in a statement.
Whole Foods representa-
tives declined to comment 
further for this article.
“Even though [Whole 
Foods] are kind of respon-
sible for the people they pay 
and their actions, ultimately 
I think people can have laps-
es in judgment,” advertising 
junior Dani Munoz said. “I 
want to believe the pastor 
didn’t do [anything], but 
sometimes people go to ex-
tremes to make statements 
and sometimes it comes at 
the costs of others.”
Hemeyer said once an 
allegation has been made 
public, companies must 
act fast to collect as much 
information as possible 
and determine a proper 
course of action to address 
the complaint.
“It’s difficult to respond 
when you don’t have the 
facts,” Hemeyer said. “You 
should be careful of what 
you say, because there are 
many examples of people 
who will say stuff and 
it’s wrong, and then it’s 
even worse.”
By Forrest Milburn
@forrestmilburn
Mary Pistorius | Daily Texan Staff
Whole Foods on North Lamar is facing allegations after local pastor Jordan Brown, who accused the store of defacing his 
ordered cake with a derogatory slur.
HEALTH
New technology offers hope for diabetic patients
Diabetics have used tradi-
tionally test strip monitors, in-
sulin shots and insulin pumps 
to control their blood glucose 
levels. Now, they have a sim-
pler, non-invasive method.  
UT scientists have created 
a device that uses transpar-
ent graphene material and 
microneedles to monitor and 
control diabetic symptoms. 
By incorporating gold sen-
sors to analyze sweat from 
the body, the device measures 
blood glucose, and its mi-
croneedles can supply medi-
cine if necessary. 
Associate engineering pro-
fessor Nanshu Lu and post-
doctoral student Hyunjae Lee 
worked as part of the research 
team on the device. 
“We wanted a soft, flexible 
patch that would work with 
the patient’s body,” Lu said.
The team’s secret weapon 
is an algorithm they de-
veloped to compensate for 
problems in inaccurate read-
ings of glucose concentra-
tion from sweat and differing 
environmental conditions.
Scientists at Google in-
vented a smart contact lens 
that allows patients to moni-
tor their blood glucose from 
tears. Although glucose is 50 
times less concentrated in 
sweat than in tears, the de-
vice’s algorithm allows it to 
adjust for the discrepancies 
in results.
Graphene is the ideal 
material for this project — 
transparent, highly flexible 
and conductive. The device 
is highly conductive to elec-
trochemical signals from 
sweat, which it can then 
efficiently transfer to the 
heating element. 
When the blood glucose 
levels reach above a thresh-
old, the algorithm controls 
the patch’s heating element. 
The heat triggers the mi-
croneedles to release medi-
cine, according to Lu. 
This device does not go 
under the patient’s skin while 
it measures blood glucose. 
Only the patch’s microneedles 
puncture the skin and sup-
ply medicine to the patient, 
according to Lu. However, 
the needles do not penetrate 
deeply enough to cause pain. 
The team used the mi-
croneedles to deliver met-
formin, a medication that 
controls blood glucose levels 
in diabetics. Patients usually 
take it in pill form, but the 
patch provides more consis-
tent control, said Lu. 
The device is handy 
enough that patients can see 
the results with a smartphone 
app. It may soon even deliver 
drugs for diseases other than 
diabetes, according to Lee.
However, it’s is not yet 
ready for public use — it’s 
currently only functional for 
one or two days, as the mi-
croneedles degrade due to 
heat in the device. The team 
is working on improving the 
long-term application of the 
needles, according to Lu. 
The team has tested only 
the blood glucose monitor on 
humans so far. They tested the 
microneedle drug delivery 
system on animals and plan 
to test it on humans soon. 
“This [device] closes the 
whole loop of sensing, treat-
ment and validation,” Lu said. 
By Lawrence Goodwyn
@Tyler_Goodwyn
peer institutions. 
McRaven said tuition in-
creases fund higher quality 
universities in Texas to make 
the state a more attractive 
place to attend college. He 
said more than 20,000 Texas 
high school graduates leave 
Texas every year to attend 
out-of-state universities. 
“We have to be of suf-
ficient quality to keep our 
best and brightest students 
in Texas,” McRaven said. 
“No matter what the field, 
quality costs money. Higher 
education is no exception.” 
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Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick speaks at an event in supports of presi-
dential candidate Ted Cruz on Super Tuesday in Houston. 
a “war criminal” — answered 
questions about his time in of-
fice from Mark Updegrove, 
moderator and LBJ library di-
rector, and insisted on taking 
unrestricted questions from 
the audience.
Responding to criticism 
about the Cambodia “carpet 
bombing,” Kissinger denied 
he was a “war criminal.” He 
defended the action as neces-
sary because American forces 
would have been “absolutely 
hopeless” if the Vietnamese 
fighters were allowed to keep 
their base there. 
“It is much less than the 
Obama administration has 
done in similar base areas, such 
as Pakistan. When we wiped 
out the base areas, the casualties 
dropped by 80 percent,” Kiss-
inger said. “It was correct, and 
it was in the American interest.” 
Readers of the Foreign Pol-
icy magazine have voted him 
as the best secretary of state in 
the last 50 years. He won a No-
bel Peace Prize in 1973, which 
he later sought to return after 
South Vietnam fell to the com-
munist forces in North Viet-
nam in 1975. 
Kissinger said the congres-
sional ban on further involve-
ment in Vietnam, combined 
with the Watergate scandal, 
made it politically impossible 
for the United States to enforce 
the peace treaty in Vietnam. 
The North Vietnamese, who 
reneged on the cease-fire, “hold 
the Olympic record for break-
ing agreements,” he said. 
“America should not torture 
itself on the view that it could 
have had a settlement earlier if 
their presidents had been more 
willing,” Kissinger said. 
One audience member, who 
said he was imprisoned for 10 
years because he was aban-
doned by Kissinger’s Peace Ac-
cords, questioned Kissinger’s 
handling of the Fall of Saigon. 
In response, Kissinger said 
the “divisions in our country” 
prevented the U.S. from stop-
ping the capture of the South 
Vietnamese capital.
“I have great sympathy for 
the Vietnamese,” Kissinger 
said. “It is a historic tragedy 
that America found itself so 
divided and could not solve its 
domestic debates.” 
LBJ professor Jeremi Suri, 
who wrote a book about Kiss-
inger’s approach to international 
relations, said Kissinger seemed 
to struggle between showing 
sympathy for the Vietnamese 
and justifying his policies.
“It’s more than memo-
ry,” Suri said. “It’s personal 
experience.” 
Mechanical engineering ju-
nior Sam Roach, who protested 
Kissinger’s record as secretary 
of state outside the LBJ School, 
said Kissinger has violated hu-
man rights.
“He should be tried for 
war crimes,” Roach said. 
“It sets a bad precedent for 
future leaders.” 
Asked to predict history’s 
judgment, Kissinger declined 
to say what it would look like. 
“I tried to do the best I 
can,” Kissinger said. “That’s 
all I can say.”
KISSINGER
continues from page 1
Student Government rep-
resentatives voted almost 
unanimously Tuesday to show 
support for Proposition 1, the 
sole ballot measure for the 
May 7 election asking voters 
to decide whether they want 
to keep recently passed regula-
tions on ride-hailing compa-
nies, such as Uber and Lyft.
Tuesday’s decision came 
on the second day of early 
voting as Austinites head to 
their nearest polling sites in 
numbers that have surpassed 
turnout seen in the March 1 
presidential primaries, a trend 
uncommon for local elections, 
according to the Travis Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office website.
UT alumnus Huey Rey 
Fischer, deputy outreach di-
rector for Ridesharing Works 
for Austin, sponsored the res-
olution in hopes the SG deci-
sion could make an impact on 
student opinion and turnout 
before election day.
“This is an issue that di-
rectly impacts the quality 
of life for students,” Fischer 
said. “It’s reducing driving 
while intoxicated, it’s pro-
vided an alternative source 
of income for many students 
in our community.”
Early voting lasts until next 
Tuesday, with the election tak-
ing place next Saturday.
Student voters will not have 
as many opportunities to vote 
on the ballot measure because 
of the election timing, making 
early voting more important 
for that age demographic, 
Fischer said.
Only three SG members 
voted against the measure, 
with one abstaining.
One of the three members 
in opposition to the SG resolu-
tion spoke against it, arguing it 
would have no impact on stu-
dent turnout before election 
day approaches.
SG also moved two resolu-
tions aiming at clarifying pos-
sible conflicts of interest with 
student media organizations 
and SG to the rules and regu-
lations committee before a full 
vote can take place.
—Forrest Milburn
SG Assembly debates 
supporting ride-hailing
A new study released 
Tuesday ranked UT’s 
journalism school No. 2 in 
the nation.
College Factual is a na-
tional organization that 
ranks public and private 
universities by analyzing 
statistics such as gradu-
ation and tuition rates, 
student and faculty di-
versity, athletic depart-
ments and crime rates. 
For the study published 
Tuesday, College Factual 
analyzed journalism pro-
grams based on quality of 
the overall school and the 
starting and mid-career 
salaries of its graduates, 
among other factors, ac-
cording to a press release 
from USA Today. 
Based on this analysis, 
UT’s journalism program 
was ranked second best, 
with Emerson College 
ranking first. UT ranked 
above other notable 
schools including North-
western University, New 
York University, Univer-
sity of Missouri-Columbia 
and Syracuse University.
“The journalism pro-
gram at UT really stands 
out because we’re taught 
and expected to be well-
versed in all aspects jour-
nalism,” journalism soph-
omore Sandra Garcia said. 
“It puts huge emphasis on 
traditional reporting but 
is definitely looking to the 
future and what the digi-
tal age of journalism has 
brought and will bring. I 
think it’s an amazing pro-
gram that prepares its stu-
dents for life after UT by 
pushing us straight into 
it now.”
The USA Today press 
release said UT’s journal-
ism school “offers strong 
supporting majors” and 
highlighted the skills of 
the educators working in 
the journalism depart-
ment, specifically the 18 
Pulitzer Prize winners on 
its staff. 
—Catherine Marfin
UT journalism school 
ranks second in nation
NEWS BRIEFLY
As the May 1 deadline approaches, 
overzealous high school seniors itching 
for the thrill of college will finalize their 
decision of where they will spend the next 
four years of their life. Those students 
who wish to attend UT as part of the class 
of 2020 will only receive automatic ad-
mission if they are in the top 8 percent of 
their graduating high school class. For the 
class of 2021, this rate will be lowered to 
7 percent.
Unlike Texas A&M, which allows a lower-
ranked student with excellent test scores auto-
matic admission, UT does not offer such alterna-
tives. However, UT does offer programs such as 
PACE, a co-enrollment program where students 
take classes at both ACC and UT their freshman 
year, and CAP, a program that offers freshmen 
the opportunity to attend another one of the UT 
system schools and then transfer to UT-Austin 
their sophomore year. 
These programs allow qualified students 
an alternative path to full admission after 
their freshman year. They are great for 
those who know they want to attend UT 
full-time but fell a few percentage points 
below the automatic cut-off. For a student 
like myself that came from a graduating 
high school class of about 1,000, this was 
an invaluable path to UT.
Too often, students on campus harbor 
negative and incorrect assumptions about 
these programs and the students that  are 
participating in them. Too often, students 
from prestigious schools look down on those 
who decide to attend a college not in the top 
ranks, perhaps finding solace in the false 
belief that how you do in high school deter-
mines how you will do in life. 
But life is more complicated than that. 
It is okay to attend a school that is not the 
best public university in the state, and it 
is okay to transfer to a different school af-
ter a year somewhere else. What matters is 
that we are all choosing to get an educa-
tion, not how we do it.
Cassandre Alvarado, director of the 
PACE program at UT and a clinical assis-
tant professor in the College of Education, 
said the program is a unique avenue for 
talented students.
“We benefit by having additional path-
ways for highly talented students to enter 
the University,” Alvarado said. “We have 
had a lot of students who have found their 
way into their major, into various activi-
ties and leadership organizations on cam-
pus … students have been happy and suc-
cessful in their transition.”
These alternative admission programs 
allow students coming out of high school 
to work towards a goal. In the perfect 
world, everybody would be immediately 
admitted to the college they wish to at-
tend and nobody would fail or drop out. 
But as college students know, this is not 
always the case. We cannot continue to 
perpetuate the idea that automatic admis-
sion to a top school is the only thing that 
will set individuals up for complete suc-
cess. Opting for alternative admissions 
programs still give students the poten-
tial to become full time UT students and 
should not be stigmatized by current or 
prospective students. 
Vernon is PACE freshman from the 
Woodlands.
Just like inconsistent air conditioning and 
stressful class registration, stolen bikes and occu-
pied racks have unfortunately become iconic of 
campus life. However, an improved bike-sharing 
system would provide a solution to the latter of 
these problems.
Austin is among the most bike-friendly cities 
in the United States, but a host of issues makes it 
difficult for students to utilize this form of trans-
portation. Parking and Transportation Services 
recently announced the start of a bicycling com-
mittee to receive feedback on these issues and 
find fixes to them. If the committee truly wants 
to improve access and cycling opportunities for 
students, they should consider implementing an 
automated bike-sharing system akin to the one 
found around other areas of Austin.
Many students ride the bus in order to get 
around campus and to their apartments or 
dorms, but these buses release carbon dioxide 
and harmful pollutants through their exhaust 
pipes. Cycling produces zero emissions, so mak-
ing it easier for students to ride bikes would re-
duce the need for buses, lower carbon emissions 
and improve our campus air quality.
Among all of the issues, bike theft is possibly 
the biggest deterrent to widespread student bike 
use. Last year, UTPD received 111 reports of 
bike theft, and this threat discourages students 
to financially invest in owning one on campus. 
Having a rental system would alleviate this stress 
and provide a low-risk option for students to bike 
around the campus area.  
Although UT’s Orange Bike Project offers 
a way for students to rent bikes, this program 
has crippling inconveniences. To rent for the 
semester, students must sign up on a waitlist 
that has over 70 people. Students also have the 
option to rent a bike for a day, but this can only 
be done once a week. While the program works 
well when available, these two flaws make it too 
inconsistent and nearly impossible to use on a 
regular basis. 
Ultimately, UT should offer an improved 
bike-sharing system to encourage cycling. The 
city of Austin has successfully implemented a 
bike-sharing program called B-Cycle that uses 
automated stations across the city. Users check 
out a bike with a membership card and have 30 
minutes to return the bike to any other station for 
no additional cost. If more time is desired, users 
can simply check the bike back in and out again. 
Although critics of B-Cycle claim the 30-min-
ute checkout time is too slim and inconvenient, 
the density of our campus makes 30 minutes 
more than enough time to reach another station. 
The bike-share program should be seen as a way 
to commute short distances, not make all-day 
adventures.
The new bicycling committee should see 
if an expansion from downtown Austin’s 
system would work or if a separate system 
could be made just for the campus area. 
Student ID cards could be used to release 
bikes to students and track added fees if 
not returned.
UT currently offers free bus rides to all 
students, and hopefully, bikes could be of-
fered as a cleaner and greener free trans-
portation method in the future. Offering 
an improved bike-share program should 
be a priority for the new bicycling com-
mittee, and making it a reality would fur-
ther our image as a green campus and city.
Chan is a journalism and environmental sci-
ence freshman from Sugar Land.
Last February, junior Tucker Sauer 
was reported throwing glass bottles and 
saying “fuck you, n----” at mathemat-
ics senior Cody Young. This prompted 
President Gregory Fenves to address the 
issue by announcing that Sauer had been 
suspended until 2017. However, last week 
many students protested the University’s 
response, raising concerns about Sauer’s 
punishment being insufficient and de-
manding a comprehensive policy to treat 
this issue in the future.
The unfortunate reality of the situation 
is that this hate crime against Young at the 
University of Texas isn’t isolated. There 
have been countless numbers of hate 
crimes conducted against many minori-
ties, including members of the African-
American, LGBT and Muslim communi-
ties. Currently, UT-Austin doesn’t have 
a well-developed policy to combat this 
epidemic of hate, which is ironic because 
colleges use campus diversity as a selling 
point to potential students. Mohammed 
Nabulsi, a second-year law student, told 
the Daily Texan about necessity of the 
University to have anti-hate crime policy.
“UT doesn’t have a hate crime policy, 
which is a problem,” Nabulsi said. “Stu-
dents of color have experienced hate 
crimes here. Fenves needs to address the 
amount of hate some students get.”
Universities have made diversifying 
their campuses a top priority but have been 
reluctant to deal with the consequences — 
hate crimes. According to a report by the 
National Center for Education Statistics, 
the amount of reported hate crimes on 
college campuses has been anywhere from 
650 to almost 1,000 each of the last seven 
years nationwide. But according to the 
Department of Justice, many hate crimes, 
especially among LGBT students, go un-
reported for fear of possibly inciting more 
hate against them.
The city and UT-Austin have an infa-
mous history of such events, from hav-
ing “bleach bombs” thrown at black stu-
dents in 2012 to a Muslim woman being 
harassed at Kerbey Lane late last year and 
numerous others. Mae Rose Hill, an Afri-
can and African diaspora studies senior, 
told the Daily Texan about her perception 
of the UT environment toward minorities.
“It just needs to stop,” Hill said. “[My 
mother] wanted me to come here because 
she thought it would be a better environ-
ment now, but it’s only gotten worse.”
The Department of Justice notes that 
any solution to curbing hate crimes on 
campus needs to be more than policy. So-
lutions need to include providing campus 
police adequate training in responding to 
hate crimes, creating an environment in 
which students are able to report any hate 
crimes against them, and disseminating 
incidents of hate crimes to staff, adminis-
tration and the campus community.
Universities have to do more than accept stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds, because doing 
so doesn’t necessarily translate into magically 
having a hospitable environment for every sin-
gle person. Unless schools establish a compre-
hensive system for punishing and preventing 
hate crimes committed against minority stu-
dents, campus diversity as statistical marketing 
to future students will be meaningless.
Choudhury is an economics freshman 
from Richardson.
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COLUMN
UT needs to better address campus hate crimes 
By Mubarrat Choudhury
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
@MubarratC
The unfortunate reality of the situa-
tion is that this hate crime against 
Young at the University of Texas isn’t 
isolated. There have been countless 
numbers of hate crimes conducted 
against many minorities…
COLUMN
UT bikesharing system could reduce emissions
By Benroy Chan
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
@BenroyChan
Many students ride the bus in order 
to get around campus and to their 
apartments or dorms, but these 
buses release carbon dioxide and 
harmful pollutants…
COLUMN
Alternative admissions increase access to UT
By Emily Vernon
Daily Texan Columnist 
@_emilyvernon_
Daulton Venglar | Daily Texan Staff
By having alternative admissions policies such as PACE, students who previously were unable to at-
tain direct admission into UT are able to enroll in the university after taking classes at ACC and UT.
These programs allow qualified 
students an alternative path to full 
admission after their freshman year. 
They are great for those who know 
they want to attend UT full-time but 
fell a few percentage points below 
the automatic cut-off.
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Implementing a bikesharing system similar to that of downwon Austin, UT could reduce the need 
for cars and buses thereby lowering emissions rates and overall decreasing pollution. 
one of the most beautiful 
things to give back to the 
community and recognize 
that those trees played a 
major role,” executive di-
rector Susana Almanza 
said. “We have artists that 
can bring to life something 
that has already died.”
Llanes said when he saw 
the 200-year-old trunks, he 
started to think of shapes 
or forms that could repre-
sent what happened to the 
neighborhood. His trunk 
sculptures have a Native-
American influence. One 
elm tree was carved into 
a totem that represents 
an Indian chief. Another 
trunk was used to sculpt a 
bear with an owl on each 
side. Llanes’ favorite, the 
6-feet-tall “Pecan Sisters,” 
takes the form of two 
women lying on the ground.
“These trees are bringing 
out the history of East Aus-
tin because they have wit-
nessed everything,” Llanes 
said. “They’ve got a life of 
their own.” 
Herrera said the sculp-
tures help the neighbor-
hood remember the tank 
farms and the years it 
took to get rid of the con-
taminated scenery. This 
way, younger generations 
will know the impor-
tance of taking care of 
the environment. 
“Even though people 
say they might be dead 
trees, I see them as a liv-
ing spirit,” Herrera said. 
“Many of them took a hit. 
They were the front-line 
warriors that protected 
the neighborhood against 
an immediate attack or 
contamination from the 
tank farm.”
long-distance relationship a 
full-time job. If you know you’ll 
need to focus on adjusting to a 
new routine in a new city, be-
ing in a long-distance relation-
ship may sidetrack you from 
your goals. 
Evaluate your relationship.
Doing long-distance has a 
tendency to magnify any sort 
of problem in a relationship. 
While the saying “distance 
makes the heart grow fonder” 
may be true, it also can reveal 
even the smallest issues. With 
your partner, address any un-
derlying insecurities you are 
dealing with that may become 
potential problems. Take care 
of these issues now so that 
they don’t emerge when you’re 
thousands of miles apart.
Know that you have 
options.
Despite what your friends 
or parents may suggest, grad-
uation is not an ultimatum for 
a relationship. There’s no real 
need to put more pressure on 
yourself than needed. So if 
talking about the future with 
your partner leaves you unsure 
of what to do, leave the rela-
tionship to play out as normal. 
Think of the first few months 
of a long-distance relationship 
as a trial run. Give the long-
distance an honest chance, 
and if it’s just not working out, 
you can move on knowing 
you tried. 
respective obstacles.
Ferg’s desire to rap 
about success is best seen 
in the album’s leading sin-
gle, “New Level.” Featur-
ing Atlanta-based rapper 
Future, the song boasts 
a bass-heavy production 
style that is unmistakably 
in Future’s wheelhouse. 
The collaboration blends 
the distinctive sounds of 
the rappers together, as 
they both contribute to 
the hook in unison, re-
peatedly chanting “I’m on 
a new level.” 
The song “Yammy 
Gang” immediately fol-
lows “New Level” and pays 
homage to A$AP Yams, a 
co-founder of A$AP Mob 
who passed away in 2015. 
The placement of this 
song is deliberate, as Ferg 
largely credits his success 
to A$AP Mob, a Harlem-
based rap group that both 
he and A$AP Rocky head-
line. Rather than simply 
mourning, Ferg celebrates 
Yams’ life by featuring a 
heartfelt outro from Yams’ 
mother Tatiana Paulino. 
Ferg’s inclusion of Paulino 
in the album is integral in 
establishing its theme of 
familial appreciation, em-
phasizing the value car-
rying on the memory of 
one’s life even after death. 
The song closes with her 
hopeful words, “This is 
for all my beautiful peo-
ple around the world. My 
son was a genius. I want to 
continue his legacy.”
Always Strive and Pros-
per is impressive on mul-
tiple levels, all of which 
manifest themselves in 
the album’s concluding 
track, “Grandma.” While 
he mentions his success 
in the song, the thematic 
emphasis is on who he 
shares that success with. 
On one hand, he express-
es the absolute trust he 
puts in A$AP Mob, ex-
plaining his trust in A$AP 
Rocky’s decisions as they 
navigated the record deal 
business. On the other 
hand, he longs to share 
his happiness with his late 
grandmother, pleading, 
“Wish you was here to 
smell this air and I could 
touch your pretty hair. We 
could talk for two more 
years, push you around in 
your wheelchair.” 
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870 Medical
Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line
www.123Donate.com
Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
RECYCLE
RECYCLE
burntx.com
twitter: @burnt_x
fb: /burntx 
snapchat: burnt_x
RECYCLE
370 Unf. Apts.
NOW LEASING WEST CAMPUS! 
Studios starting at $950 and 
1-1’s starting at $1,150. 
Pre-leasing for summer/fall 
move-ins. 
Located at: 
Diplomat - 1911 San Gabriel
Red Oak - 2104 San Gabriel
Envoy - 2108 San Gabriel
Barranca Square - 910 W. 26th
Rio Grande Square - 2800 Rio 
Grande
Montage - 2812 Rio Grande
Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com 
NOW LEASING HYDE PARK! 
Studios starting at $875 and 
1-1’s starting at $950. 
Now pre-leasing for summer/
fall move-ins. Located at: 
Melroy - 3408 Speedway
Le Marquee - 302 W. 38th St
Monticello - 306 W. 38th St
Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com 
512-499-8013 
DELIGHTFUL CONDO FOR RENT 
2 B/1 b, 3 blocks to campus
A/C, dishwasher/ Microwave
loft (956)639-2285
590 Tutoring
NEED HELP WITH YOUR ENG-
LISH?  ESL TUTOR can help you 
and correct all mistakes on your 
papers.
Sliding fee scale. Contact: Adria 
at 512-554-6141
766 Recruitment
SUMMER ADVENTURE STAFF 
NEEDED 
Raft, Pack, Hike, Camp, Etc..
512-417-6127
myepicadventures.com
 
HIRING SALES CLERKS  
Oat Willie’s is hiring sales clerks 
for all of its locations $8.75 per 
hour to start & 90 day proba-
tion period upon hiring Hours 
vary - Afternoons, evenings and 
at least one weekend shift re-
quired 
Candidates should have prior 
retail or sales experience, prior 
inventory experience, be com-
puter and Point-Of-Sale literate, 
good at communicating, able 
to do simple math, and knowl-
edgeable about/interested in 
the merchandise we sell. Cus-
tomer service skills, a good at-
titude and friendly personality 
are also required. $8.75 per hour 
to start with eligibility for a raise 
after a 3 month probationary 
period. 
Please fill out an application on-
line at http://oatwillies.com/ap-
plication/ OR in person at any of 
our 4 Austin Locations. 
370 Unf. Apts. 766 Recruitment
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ASAP FERG
continues from page 8
BARRIO
continues from page 8
Courtesy of Young Wonder | Daily Texan Staff
A$AP Ferg’s new album, Always Strive and Prosper, shows experimentation and diversity as the rapper explores more 
serious themes.
PODER
continues from page 8
DISTANCE
continues from page 8
the inspiration for Barrio Writ-
ers from her own experiences 
as the daughter of immigrants. 
In high school, administrators 
shuffled her to an alternative 
school and she dated a gang 
member. She wrote throughout 
this time, but refused to share 
her stories with people outside 
her family until she was 30. 
Now, as she witnesses the teen-
agers share stories with each 
other, she said she feels like she 
is making up for lost time. 
“When I see the youth go 
through [Barrio writers], I see 
them become their own sup-
port system,” Rafael García 
said. “They are detached from 
the labels of our society or that 
they put on themselves. They 
know that they’re not alone, 
that there’s other youth going 
through the same thing, and 
they’re surviving.”
Workshop instructors en-
courage participants to think 
and write freely in which-
ever language they choose. 
They also allow the use of 
swear words, a taboo in most 
school assignments.
“Our thing is owning our 
voice,” Noonsab said. “So I 
think cussing and using other 
languages is a very impor-
tant tool for people who don’t 
have the words, like when 
‘big as shit’ is easier to say 
than ‘gigantic.’”
The workshops also expose 
students to works written by 
people of color. Noonsab said 
the workshops helped him ac-
cept his ethnic background 
— his mother is Thai, his fa-
ther Mexican — and find a 
community of friends. 
“It’s like this overwhelm-
ing happiness feeling that I 
don’t really get a lot,” Noon-
sab said. “It’s really unique, 
because I didn’t even have 
it when I was home, with 
my normal friends. I real-
ized that with my friends 
now compared to my 
friends then, there’s such 
a difference with their ra-
cial attitudes and the things 
they say. Now, it’s like we 
see less of race and more 
of people.” 
When Rafael García re-
flects on the staying power 
of Barrio Writers, she thinks 
about the first workshop 
she hosted. Thirty kids ar-
rived, only to realize that the 
meeting center had locked 
them out. So the kids leaned 
against the walls and wrote, 
their notebooks nestled be-
tween their knees. 
“When people say that 
youth are not focused or 
youth are not into literature, 
I have that picture,” Rafael 
García said. “The youth keep 
showing up. The adults and 
the institutions, they may 
fail me. But the youth never 
fail me.” 
The Texas Longhorns 
softball team is riding 
a three-game winning 
streak into their next 
home matchup.
The 30–13 Longhorns, 
after three close victories 
in a sweep over Oklahoma 
State, will battle the Texas 
Southern Lady Tigers, 
owners of the top record in 
the SWAC at 22–14.
“We definitely need a 
win,” sophomore pitcher 
Paige von Sprecken said. 
“We need to play good be-
cause of the RPI. We just 
need to keep playing the 
way we played [last week-
end]. We just played with a 
lot of heart and didn’t give 
up at any point.”
With uncertainty re-
garding the status of junior 
pitcher Tiarra Davis, Texas 
will likely start von Spreck-
en against Texas Southern. 
She pitched the latter two 
games of the Oklahoma 
State series and also saw 
success at the plate, accu-
mulating six RBIs during a 
two-game stretch.
“[Sweeping Oklahoma 
State] helps with our RPI 
a lot, especially just going 
into these next games in the 
week and in conference,” 
von Sprecken said regard-
ing the Longhorns’ momen-
tum going forward.
Although their confer-
ence record improved to 
5-6 in the Oklahoma State 
series, the Longhorns 
have performed best when 
matched up against oppo-
nents outside of the Big 12, 
faring 25–7 in non-confer-
ence games. The Longhorns 
have also performed ex-
ceptionally at home, where 
they boast a 20–4 record.
Texas Southern has also 
won five straight games, 
but the Lady Tigers have 
gone 8–12 out of confer-
ence and 8–8 on the road. 
Texas is the first and only 
Big 12 opponent that they 
will face in 2016.
“They will show us a 
little bit of competitive 
pieces,” head coach Connie 
Clark said. “It’s kind of nice 
when you’re seeing some-
body else and a different 
arm coming at you.”
The two in-state oppo-
nents met twice in 2015, 
with the Longhorns claim-
ing both games, including 
one shutout. Wednesday 
night’s game will be the 
only meeting between 
the Longhorns and Lady 
Tigers this season. Texas’ 
last midweek game oc-
curred on April 6, and the 
Longhorns will attempt to 
win their seventh-straight 
midweek game against 
Texas Southern.
“I’m actually excited 
we have a midweek,” head 
coach Connie Clark said. 
“When we didn’t have a 
midweek these past two 
weeks, it was great for 
practice opportunities and 
we really tried to pressure 
them up in practice. It will 
be nice to have a single 
game and try to utilize the 
entire roster and stay sharp 
as we head into the series 
with Kansas.”
Texas’ lineup continued 
its recent hot streak Tues-
day, driving in six runs to 
beat Texas State 6-2. As the 
Longhorns continue on their 
long climb towards .500, 
their once-anemic offense 
has regained strength, av-
eraging nine runs per game 
while winning six of their 
last seven.
“We’re executing and hit-
ting with confidence,” head 
coach Augie Garrido said. 
“Our pitch selection is much 
better at the plate, and we’re 
seeing more line drives out 
onto the field.”
The Longhorns got on the 
board from the jump Tuesday, 
leading 2-0 after one. Sopho-
more shortstop Joe Baker put 
the Longhorns ahead, driving 
home two runs with an RBI 
single to left. 
Baker’s run production was 
nothing new for the sopho-
more, who has been on an 
absolute tear of late. Coming 
into Tuesday’s contest, Baker 
went 7-15 in his past four 
games, driving in six RBIs en 
route to being named Big 12 
Player of the Week. 
Texas State bounced back 
to tie the game in the top of 
the third, but the Longhorns 
regained the lead once again 
in the bottom of the frame. 
Junior first baseman Kacy 
Clemens kicked things off by 
sailing a wind-aided homer 
over the left field fence, fol-
lowed by back-to-back sin-
gles to score Baker following 
a hit by pitch. 
“I knew I had squared it 
up,” Clemens said. “I got [the 
ball] into the wind, and luck-
ily it got out.”
Sophomore pitcher Con-
nor Mayes took the hill for 
the Longhorns but ceded 
the mound after three in-
nings of two-run ball. In his 
place came freshman Beau 
Ridgeway, who tossed three 
scoreless innings. The right 
hander from the Woodlands 
has now gone seven of his 
last eight appearances with-
out allowing a run, totaling 
12.1 innings.
Following Ridgeway was 
another Texas youngster, 
redshirt sophomore Eric 
Dunbar. Dunbar had made 
just seven appearances in 40 
games heading into Tuesday 
night but looked confident 
on the mound, allowing zero 
runs in two innings. Garrido 
noted the development of 
Dunbar and the rest of the 
Texas bullpen after the game.
“They’ve accepted the fact 
that we are a different team 
than we were in the begin-
ning,” Garrido said. “We’ve 
had experiences and we’ve 
paid a pretty high price to get 
those experiences. But we’ve 
matured greatly, and it shows.”
Earlier in the season, Cle-
mens noted the lack of punch 
in the Longhorns’ lineup. 
“We need to get to a place 
where all of our guys are get-
ting hot, instead of just one 
or two,” Clemens said. 
It now seems as though 
Clemens’ wish has come 
true. The Longhorns — now 
sitting at 20–21 — are play-
ing their best baseball of the 
season. And as they make 
their move up the Big 12 
standings, it’s their offense 
that’s fueling them.
“It would have been easy 
to come out flat today,” Cle-
mens said. “But we’re con-
tinuing to get guys on base 
and score runs like we know 
we can.”
So far this season, the 
Longhorns have a 9–6 re-
cord in the Big 12, sit in a tie 
for third in the conference 
and are 4–2 against TCU 
and Texas Tech, the top two 
teams in the Big 12.
But as good as those 
numbers may seem, they 
don’t matter. Instead, here 
are a few numbers that do: 
a 20–21 overall record and 
the No. 104 RPI. 
Those are numbers that 
the NCAA tournament 
selection committee will 
look at in a month’s time 
to determine the at-large 
bids for the tournament. 
And if those numbers don’t 
improve dramatically, the 
Longhorns will be left in 
Austin in June for the third 
time in the last five years.
So now the objective for 
Texas for the rest of the sea-
son. For the second-straight 
year, the Longhorns must 
win the Big 12 tourna-
ment in order to make the 
NCAA tournament.
The Longhorns are in this 
position because of a poor 
start to the year. Despite all of 
the talk of a new team and not 
repeating last year’s struggles, 
it was hard to tell a difference 
between the start of this year 
and the end of last year. In-
consistent hitting, defensive 
lapses and decent pitching 
continued to define this team. 
Texas got swept at home 
by California, scoring just 
four runs in the first three 
games of the four-game se-
ries. The Longhorns then 
dropped a series at UCLA, 
followed that with a walk-
off loss at rival Texas A&M 
and then lost a three-game 
series against Tulane. 
But the worst of all was 
the string of four losses out 
of five Tuesday games, in-
cluding a 5–0 loss to Texas 
A&M Corpus Christi, who 
currently holds an RPI rank 
of 231. And those losses 
helped the Longhorns’ RPI, 
which the selection com-
mittee relies on a lot, drop 
like a rock.
And now they’re starting 
to pay for that rough start. 
It appears the Longhorns 
have turned it around at 
the moment. Texas has won 
four of its five conference 
series this season, and a 
series win at home against 
No. 23 Oklahoma State 
would certainly continue 
that wave of momentum.
But unfortunately, it’s 
come too late to save the 
Longhorns’ tournament 
hopes. Texas would likely 
need an RPI in the top 40 to 
even have a hope at an at-
large bid. And those early 
season struggles will make 
sure that doesn’t happen. 
The only way to save a 
disastrous season is to win 
the Big 12 tournament.
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BASEBALL | TEXAS 6 - 2 TEXAS STATE
Hot hitting powers Texas to victory
SIDELINE
By Michael Shapiro
@mshap2
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Texas continued its hot streak Tuesday, beating Texas State 6-2. Junior first baseman Kacy Clemens led the way for the Long-
horns with a solo home run in the third inning. 
SOFTBALL
By Steve Helwick
@naqwerty3
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Sophomore pitcher Paige von Sprecken and the Longhorns will look to extend their three-
game winning streak into their midweek matchup with Texas Southern. 
BASEBALL | COLUMN
Stephanie Tacy | Daily Texan Staff
After a tough start, Texas is now only one game under .500 under the lead-
ership of head coach Augie Garrido — but there is still work to be done.
NBA
MLB
INDIANA
TORONTO
BOSTON
ATLANTA
YANKEES
RANGERS
“You guys that are 
in high school don’t 
be so quick to grow 
up bc let me tell u 
something, adulting 
is hard!”
Brianna Taylor
@bretaylor20
TOP TWEET
TODAY IN  
HISTORY
1982
In the 1982 
NFL Draft, 
former Longhorn 
Kenneth Sims 
is selected with 
the No. 1 overall 
pick by the New 
England Patriots.
Okolo recognized as 
Athlete of the Week
Texas track senior 
Courtney Okolo has 
been named as the UST-
FCCCA NCAA Divi-
sion 1 Women’s Athlete 
of the Week after her 
record-setting per-
formance at the LSU 
Alumni Gold track meet 
this weekend.
In her season debut, 
Okolo ran 49.71 in the 
400 meters event, set-
ting the NCAA colle-
giate record and break-
ing her own record of 
50.03 seconds set in 
2014. The USTFCCCA 
only considers times 
run during the colle-
giate season for records.
“I wanted to run that 
fast,” Okolo said. “We’ve 
been talking about it 
and training has been 
looking like I could run 
that fast, so it was just 
about executing.”
After her historic run, 
Okolo now has three of 
the fastest six times in 
NCAA history. Okolo’s 
time breaks the school 
record that was originally 
set by Olympic track star 
Sanya Richards-Ross. 
Richard-Ross ran a 49.89 
400-meter back at the 
2004 U.S. Olympic Trials.
Not only did Okolo 
set the NCAA record 
400-meter time, but she 
also helped the Long-
horns finish second in 
the 4x100 relay and an-
chored Texas’ first-place 
finish in the 4x400 race.
      —Mark Skol Jr.
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
Longhorns ride momentum in 
matchup with Texas Southern
Despite recent success, 
Texas must look forward
We just need to keep 
playing the way we 
played [last weekend]. 
We just played with 
a lot of heart and 
didn’t give up at 
any point.
—Paige von Sprecken, 
Sophomore pitcher
By Jacob Martella
Daily Texan Columnist 
@ViewFromTheBox
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Today’s solution will appear here next issue
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Local high school senior 
CJ Noonsab flips through the 
pages of the journals he kept as 
a sophomore and feels as if he is 
reading someone else’s words. 
Back then, his life was defined 
by depression and thoughts of 
suicide — the byproducts of 
three moves, a father in prison 
and no friends in a new city. 
“I didn’t know anybody,” 
Noonsab said. “There was 
no outlet for me, which 
is why I started writing. 
They say writing is a poor 
man’s therapy, and I believe 
in that.” 
Today, Noonsab is college-
bound, writes science fiction 
and poetry and dreams of be-
coming a linguist. He found 
hope and community at Bar-
rio Writers, a nonprofit that 
hosts free writing workshops 
for underprivileged teenag-
ers across Texas and Southern 
California. Founded in 2009 
in Santa Ana, California, by 
author Sarah Rafael García, 
Barrio Writers has grown 
through partnerships with cul-
tural centers and universities, 
including UT, who believe in 
its mission. 
“Barrio Writers became 
an idea that said, ‘Let’s 
create a safe space for youth that 
will empower them through 
creative writing, teach them 
a path to higher education by 
letting them know of the re-
sources and also give them cul-
tural empowerment,’” Rafael 
García said. 
Rafael García said she drew 
Question: My boyfriend 
and I are moving to differ-
ent cities after graduation. I’m 
worried about how we’ll be in a 
long-distance relationship and 
if we’ll last the big change. How 
can I make it work?
Graduation marks the 
beginning of a time for big 
changes, so naturally, it calls 
for the reevaluation of ev-
ery aspect of your future. 
For some, the countdown to 
graduation is also a count-
down to the awaited breakup. 
Splitting up normally occurs 
because of unresolvable dif-
ferences, and ultimately helps 
alleviate the stress those prob-
lems caused. However, even 
couples in healthy and happy 
relationships feel the need to 
cut ties as a way to start fresh 
in their post-grad lives. Of 
course, not all couples decide 
to breakup after graduation, 
but research conducted in 
Germany on 971 long-dis-
tance relationship participants 
found that the average lifespan 
of a long-distance relationship 
is only 2.9 years.
No, your relationship is 
not doomed if you decide to 
stay together, but there are 
things for you to consider be-
fore committing to the com-
plexities of a long-distance 
relationship. 
Talk about the future 
honestly.
Having a conversation 
with your partner is a crucial 
part in deciding the future of 
your post-grad relationship. 
Talking about your future to-
gether in full disclosure will 
help clear the air of any confu-
sion about not only how you 
feel about each other, but also 
where you see the relationship 
going. If you get the feeling the 
relationship may end eventu-
ally, you may want to consider 
ending things sooner and sav-
ing yourself problems down 
the road. 
Consider what you want for 
yourself.
You should only stay in the 
relationship if it’ll be a posi-
tive thing in your post-grad 
life. Putting your future on 
hold because you want to 
salvage a relationship could 
hurt you professionally and 
emotionally. Scheduled phone 
calls, Skype sessions, travel 
costs and emotional com-
mitment make managing a 
East Austin artist Daniel 
Llanes walked around 24 
acres of land full of fallen 
elm and pecan tree trunks. 
They were about to be 
burned by land developers, 
but Llanes wanted to trans-
form the giant, old trunks 
of wood into sculptures 
that expressed the history 
of the land and the greater 
East Austin community.
“[The trunks] tell us 
what they want to be,” 
Llanes said. “When I start 
working with the chainsaw 
and a form starts to appear, 
I can almost hear it saying, 
‘Get me out of here!’”
Llanes found the dead 
trees for his project on 
a property that formerly 
housed fuel storage facili-
ties for major oil compa-
nies. He volunteers with 
the environmental advo-
cacy group People Orga-
nized in Defense of Earth 
and Her Resources, or 
(PODER), which filed a 
lawsuit in 1993 to close 
the facilities after gasoline 
leaked onto nearby creeks 
and trees. Llanes partnered 
with sculptor Victor Tor-
res to feature large-scale 
tree trunk carvings in an 
exhibit called “Spirit in the 
Trees” on May 1.
“‘Spirit in Trees’ gives 
us an opportunity to talk 
about the past and the 
present,” said Sylvia Herre-
ra, a co-founder of PODER 
and UT alumna. “We won 
a case where [a small ad-
vocacy group] took on six 
major oil companies and 
won. Now we’re trying to 
maintain the integrity of 
those residents who have 
fought to maintain the 
beauty of the area.”
For 15 years, PODER 
monitored the cleanup 
of the area. Develop-
ers bought the prop-
erty in 2012 to provide 
affordable housing and 
create studio spaces for 
Austin creatives, a proj-
ect called thinkEAST. The 
trees left behind after the 
cleanup were going to be 
burned or tossed into a 
landfill; however, Llanes 
and Torres thought they 
could be carved into art-
work to commemorate 
PODER’s struggle with 
the oil companies to save 
the property. 
“We’re trying to inter-
twine the natural envi-
ronment with new devel-
opments, and doing the 
sculptures of the trees is 
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East Austin artist transforms fallen trees
By Elena Mejia
@elenamejialutz
ART
Emmanuel Briseño | Daily Texan Staff
East Austin artist Daniel Llanes sits on top of a bench he carved out of a fallen tree. The trees are found on land owned by thinkEAST, which plans to build 
studios and affordable housing for local artists.
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Long-distance relationships 
require dedication to survive
By Maggie Rosenbohm
Daily Texan Columnist 
@magstahhh
A$AP Ferg releases new album, 
pays tribute to friends, family 
ALBUM REVIEW | ‘ALWAYS STRIVE & PROSPER’
By Kartik Sridhar
@thedailytexan
To say that the Trap Lord 
is back would be a crude 
understatement of A$AP 
Ferg’s latest album, Always 
Strive and Prosper. Musi-
cally, the album is experi-
mental and diverse. The-
matically, Ferg celebrates 
his home and family, pays 
respects to fallen friends 
and voices his appreciation 
for hard work and success.
On the first track, “Re-
birth,” Ferg declares his 
stardom and defines his 
position in the rap game 
when he says, “Now that 
you’re no longer a lord 
that’s trapped, you have 
graduated to the Hood 
Pope.” By alluding to his 
first LP, Trap Lord, and his 
ascension in title to “Hood 
Pope,” Ferg immediately 
sets the tone for the rest 
of the album. Building on 
the trap beats that define 
his sound, Ferg capital-
izes on a variety of notable 
collaborations to make 
this album both more dy-
namic and versatile than 
its predecessor. 
The first album collabo-
ration with electronic mu-
sic giant Skrillex on “Hun-
gry Ham” is named after 
the block in Harlem where 
Ferg grew up. Following 
the bass-heavy chronicle 
of Ferg’s hometown is an 
uplifting collaboration 
with Missy Elliott called 
“Strive.” It features a cho-
rus with a new sovund 
from Ferg — a piano-driv-
en melody with R&B-style 
vocals. The chorus ends 
with Ferg’s voice singing, 
“I can see it in your face, 
and I know you want to 
fly, so get off your ass and 
create your life.” The rap-
ping in the song is split 
equally between Ferg and 
Missy Elliott, each rhym-
ing for a verse about their 
internal struggles and 
how they surpassed their 
Illustration by Audrey McNay | Daily Texan Staff
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Fabiana Peña Feeney | Daily Texan Staff
Local high school senior CJ Noonsab is a nonprofit orga-
nization that hosts free writing workshops for underprivi-
leged teenagers. 
Nonprofit provides writing 
workshops for local teens
By James Rodriguez
@jamie_rod
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Editor’s Note: 
In this recurring series, sex 
& dating columnist Maggie 
Rosenbohm gives advice on 
various dating and sex-related 
problems college students face. 
Have a question you want her 
to answer? Send an email to 
askdailytexan@gmail.com, and 
it might appear in next week’s 
Hump Day advice column.
ALWAYS STRIVE 
& PROSPER
Genre: Rap/Hip-Hop
Tracks: 18
Rating: 8/10
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